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Apnl13,2026

Respectfully forwarded to Mr. Edgar G. Perez II, JD., Secretary to the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan, a copy of the DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2026-028 dated April 7, 2026.

For your information and appropriate action.

PROVINCE OF SURIGAO OEL SUR

Ofilce of the Secretary to the Sangguniang Panlalawgan
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Republrc of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF THE IT{TERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNTETiIT

Region xlll (CARAGA REGION)
Purok 1-A. Barangay Doongan. Butuan Crty
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MEIIORANDUM

ALL DILG CITY AND PROVINCIAL DIRECTORS, OUTCOME
TUANAGERS, PROGRAM MANAGERS, AND FIELD
OFFICERS
DILG-Caraga

SUBJECT DISSEMINATION OF DILG ]UIEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO.
2026-028: REX|INDER ON THE INCLUSION OF THE VICE-
LOCAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND PUNONG BARANGAY IN THE
DETERIIINATION OF QUORUTS IN THE SANGGUNIAN.

DATE '. I Aprit 2026

ln line with the foregoing, all concerned are hereby directed to ensure the widest
dissemination of the ailached DILG Memorandum Circular No. 2026-028.

For information and guidance
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DEPARTTIENT OF THE INTERIOR ANO LOCAL
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TO ALL PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS, CITY AilD iiUNICIPAL
XIAYORS, AND PUNONG BARANGAYS, VICE€OVERNORS,
VICE.iIAYORS, MEIIBERS OF THE SANGGUNIANG
PANLALAWIGAN, SAHGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOO.
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN. AND SANGGUNIANG BARANGAY,
DILG REGIONAL, PROVINCIAL AND CITY DIRECTORS, AND
ALL OTHER CONCERNED

RETIINDER O?{ THE INCLUSION OF THE VICE.LOCAL CHIEF
EXECUTIVE AND PUI{ONG BARANGAY IN THE
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM IN THE SANGGUNIAN

SUBJECT

I PURPOSE

Thrs Memorandum Crrcular rs tssued to remrnd and reiterate the proper
interpretation and apphcation of the law on the determrnaton of quorum in the
sangguntan, parttcularty on the rnclusion of the Vrce-Local Ch€f Executrve
(Vrce-Governor / Vice-Mayor). and, at the barangay level. the Punong
Barangay, consistent with existrng statutory provisions. junsprudence. and
Deparfrnent opinrons.

II LEGAL BASES

1. Sections M7{a[ 457(a), and 467(a). Republic Act No. 7160 (Local
Government Code of 1991) expressly provrde that the Vice-Governor or
Vice-Mayor, as the case may be. serves as the presiding officer of the
sanggunian, together with the regular sanggunran members and other
statutory members

2 Section 390, Republrc Act No. 7160 provides that the Punong Barangay
serves as the presding officer of the Sangguniang Barangay.

3. Section 53, Republic Act No. 7160 provides that a malority of alt the
members of the sanggunian who have been elected and qualified ehall
constrtute a quorum.

4 Junsprudence. as early as Zamora v. Governor caballero' in 2004. has
consistently construed the phrase "all the members" to refer to the entrre
membershrp of the sanggunian as constrtutecl by law. includlng the
presidrng officer

Ztrnra v Ca0rllcro, Id .tt19i-492

"tatino, trhurey et furrehen"
Trr.rnkhno No gg76-34-54
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5 DILG Opinion No. 46. Series at 2AOl (02 July 2OO7') categoricatly ruled that
the Vice-Mayor. being the presiding officer of the sanggunian, forms part of
rts membership and must be rncluded rn determrnrng the exrstence of a
quorum pursuant to section 53 of the LocalGovemment code Thrs opinion
was cited in the Supreme Court's En Banc ruling in La Carlota City, Negros
Occidental. represented by its Mayor, Hon. Jeffrey P Ferrer. and the
Sangguniang Panlungsod of La Carlota Cig. represented by rts Vice-
Mayor Hon. Demie John C Honrado v. Atty Rex G. Rojo:

il DtscussroN

The composition of the sanggunian as the local legislative body is expressly
fixed by law. The Vice-Local Chief Executive, while exercising limited voting
powers, is an integral component of the sangguntan by virtue of berng rts
presading officer.

Consistent wrth the Locai Government Code. lurisprudence, and long-standrng
admrnistrative rnterpretation by the Department. the determination of guorum
nrust be based on the entire membership of the sanggunian as constituted by
law, and not merely on the number of regular voting members present.

Any interpretation excluding the Vice-Locel Chief Executive or the Punong
Barangay from quorum computation finds no statutory basis and is inconsistent
wth prevaihng legal dodnne.

IV GUIOANCE

Accordrngly, all concerned are hereby remrnded and guided that

1 ln determining the exrstence of a quorum rn the sanggunian at all levels, the
VICE-GOVERNOR OR VICE-MAYOR. as presiding officer, SHALL BE
INCLUDED in the computaton of the total membershrp

2 At the barangay level, the PUNONG BARANGAY, as presidrng officer of
the Sangguniang Barangay, SHALL LIKEWISE BE INCLUDED rn

determining quorum.
3. Local legislative bodies are enioined to ensure that sanggunian sessrons

resolutions, ordinances, and proceedings comply with the foregoing rule to
avoid questions on the validity of deliberatrons and legislative actions

V EFFECTIVITY

Thrs Memorandum Circular shall tiake effect immediately and shall remain rn

torce unless modified or revoked by law jurisprudence. or subsequent
issuances

VI APPROVING AUTHORITY

G R t{o. lEt367, Apol 24. 2012
Page 2 of 2

ry



?


